
Norfolk Select Board' s Open Session Meeting Minutes
October 25, 2021

Members Present: Carolyn Van Tine, Anita Mecklenburg, Kevin Kalkut. Members Not Present: None.
Also Present: Blythe Robinson, Town Administrator; Amanda Johanns, Executive Assistant

The meeting was held in Town Hall, Meeting Room 124. Ms. Van Tine called the meeting to order at
7: 00 p. m. As stated on the agenda, remote access via Zoom was also made available to the public.
The meeting was both video and audio recorded. All supporting materials have been published to
the website. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Hearing under G. L. c. 140, § 157 to determine whether two dogs owned by Ms. Angelina Ford
are nuisance dogs or dangerous dogs

Ms. Van Tine stated this is a dangerous dog public hearing under G. L. c. 140, § 157. She read aloud

the Notice of Public Hearing as written in the letter to Ms. Angelina Ford, the dog owner, from Ms.
Blythe Robinson dated September 30, 2021, which was provided in the Select Board' s meeting
packet. She reviewed materials that were submitted to the Select Board prior to the hearing and the
procedural process for the public hearing. She noted that anyone wishing to speak or ask questions
will be given the opportunity. She conducted a collective swearing in of the witnesses. She invited the
complainant, Animal Control Officer (" ACO') Hilary Cohen, to testify as the first witness.

Ms. Hilary Cohen introduced herself as the Animal Control Officer for the Town of Norfolk as well as a
neighbor to the associated parties. She read her report aloud:

THIS REPORT MAY OR MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL INFORMATION FROM THE NORFOLK POLICE

DEPARTMENT OR THE NORFOLK ANIMAL CONTROL DEPARTMENT

THIS IS A DOG ATTACK AND USE OF FORCE REPORT ON AN ANIMAL

On September 17th 2021 at 14: 28 I, Animal Control Officer and Special Police Officer Hilary Cohen,
was at my personal residence of 47 Medway Street, Norfolk, MA off duty and out in my barns taking
care of my horses. While in the barn I heard blood curdling screams coming from the roadside near
45 Medway Street. I dropped what I was doing as I had thought a pedestrian or a cyclist may have
been hit by the car from the screams I heard and ran up to the roadside. I saw a woman with a
leashed dog ( Wheaton terrier type) in the throes of a dog attack. The two dogs aggressing and
mauling the Wheaton were bully breed type animals. Both bully type dogs were latched on to the
Wheaton in the throat region and the abdominal region. They were not biting and re aggressing, they
were latched on and trying to tear side to side. There were also two young girls there trying to grab
the bully breed type dogs by the collar and pull them off the Wheaton without any success. One of
the young girls was later identified as the dog owner's daughter and at the time of this probable
cause report it is unknown the name of the other young woman. They were ineffective at being able
to have their dogs release in any fashion. The Wheaton owner, later identified as Janice Botte of
Medway Street, Norfolk was hysterically screaming and crying watching her dog being mauled.
Knowing that the dogs had already started to try side to side wound infliction I grabbed the nearest
tool possible to facilitate the dogs release; a cement cast garden gnome near the mailbox of 48
Medway Street. I instructed Janice Botte to stand still even though reflexively she wanted to pull the
leash and run off with her dog. I instructed both girls to hold the collars of the bully breed dogs from
the rear of their animals in a manner where they were straddling the dogs with their legs over their
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dogs' haunches, not get near the bully's heads, and whatever they do, do not release the collars even
after the dogs released.

I then proceeded to work on the first dog, the smaller of the two bully breeds ( now known as
Maggie) who was biting the Wheaton in the torso/ abdomen and lower throat area. I wielded one
strike to the dog' s head with the garden gnome to distract and divide his attention yelling " release"
and " let go" and " drop". This did not stop the bite. I struck the dog two more times and she released.
The party holding the dog released the collar and Maggie reattached for a secondary attack. I struck
the dog the dog three more times with the garden gnome instructing the handler to not let the dog
go this time. Maggie was released from the Wheaton. I instructed the handler to bring Maggie into
back inside their dwelling and to ensure that she is safely inside and restrained. I then went to work
on the second bully breed dog ( now known as Chance) who was still attached to the Wheaton. In
this particular animal and handler situation I struck the dog five times in the head and he would not
release. I changed tactic and struck the dog three more times in the muzzle/ snout area three times
and he released. I was bitten in the right hand as a redirection bite from Chance. I advised Botte to

walk her dog approximately 20 feet away and I used myself as a visual shield as Chance was intent
to continue attacking if he had the opportunity. I spoke to Chance' s handler the full way up to the
door of 45L Medway Street and ensured that he was safely inside.

During the incident a passing motorist stopped named Eric Jackson and had called 911. I instructed
him to alert the 911 operator that animal control was on scene but to please send police to the
location. Once I knew the aggressing dogs were restrained I asked Botte to walk down my driveway
with her dog so I could assess if there was arterial bleeding as the dog had substantial blood around
its throat. I collected basic information from the dog owner. Norfolk Police arrived on scene and
started talking with Brittany Ford ( handler of Chance, and dog owner' s daughter). Botte was too

afraid to walk up my driveway in fear she that she and her dog would be attacked again. I instructed
her that her dog needed to go to her veterinarian immediately. She told me her dog was a patient at
Acorn Animal Hospital. I contacted Acorn Animal Hospital directly and advised them that their client
was rushing their dog in for emergency care. I then escorted Botte and her dog up my driveway, and
down Medway Street towards Truro Road. I escorted to Truro Road and Botte took it from that point.
Botte stated several times that this is not the first time that this has happened to her with these

dogs. I asked her if she reported the first incident and she stated no. Botte was adamant that I

remove the bully breed dogs from the Town.

I went back up to the curb area where Norfolk Police were talking with Brittany Ford to get
information on the dogs. During this time, I noticed that she had an injury on her right ankle right
side that appears to be a bite mark and blood on the left side of her ankle. I asked her if she was

okay and she stated she was. She stated that she was on such an adrenaline rush that she felt
nothing. The police officers and I reassured her that at any time if she needs assistance and
someone to help her to call for help. I also informed Brittany that she needs to keep an eye on her
dogs to see if there are any neurological deficits to her dogs due to having to use a cement object on
their heads to release from the attack. I told her to look for fixed pupils, odd pupils ( one dilated one
not), head tilt, and any neurological symptoms. I also instructed her to tell her mother to keep watch
as well. Any off behavior from the animals and they need to take their dogs to the veterinarian
immediately.

I contacted Acorn Animal Hospital back once the altercation was over and asked then to please
photograph any injuries on the Wheaton.
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I researched both Chance and Maggie' s vaccination and license history and found that they are both
licensed and both up to date on rabies vaccinations.

After the incident ended, I cleaned the wound on my right hand, took a picture, and then contacted
the property owner of 45 Medway Street, Heather Cohen. I informed her of what had transpired and
the severity of the situation. I also contacted Angelina Ford via telephone to inform her of what
happened. Ford was very short with me on the phone so I was unable to determine a tone. I
explained the quarantine procedure to her and that she would be receiving a call from the animal
inspector for her to make an appointment to deliver paperwork.

Approximately 30 minutes later, Angelina Ford' s boyfriend walked down my driveway as I was about
to leave my property. He stated he had just drove home from Stoughton as he heard what was going
on. At the time of this report all I know is his name is Aaron. I tried to inform him of the severity of
the injuries and he wanted to argue in my driveway that " this is the first time ever", " pit bulls get a
bad rap", " we' ll pay their medical bills", " dogs bite each other all the time" and " can we make a

private deal with the town and dog owner to keep our dogs". I explained under MA law that there are

two options. One they either find a suitable home for these dogs or have them euthanized or 2. that
any party in the Commonwealth may petition to hold a dangerous dog hearing. I did state to him that
I would throw the idea of a private agreement to the victim dog' s owner but that there is no recourse
on a civil agreement so I don' t think it will be welcomed. I also informed him of the claims that this

victim dog owner states this has happened once before but I am unaware of the details at the
current time. As I was getting no resolve from Aaron in my driveway I stated to him that this has
nothing to do with the animals breed as he kept reiterating that Pitbull' s get a bad rap, that if his
dogs were dachshunds I would have said the exact same things to him and that I was not interested

in playing judge and jury in my personal driveway. Present for part of this conversation was Joseph
Quintin who resides with me. He was not present for the whole conversation, but when he heard
loud voices and saw me in the driveway loudly conversing he came out to make sure that the
incident didn' t escalate into a physical altercation. No physical altercation transpired. Aaron did leave
the property.

I then went across the street to 48 Medway Street to speak with the homeowner there to ascertain if
they have any surveillance cameras and they stated they do not. I asked if they had seen the
incident that took place and she stated she was working from home and heard the commotion. I
informed her, and apologized, that I used their garden gnome near their mailbox to deescalate the
dog attack. She understood and was accepting of the situation. She stated that she too has had issue
with the dogs at 45L Medway Street being loose upon her property on two occasions. She stated that
she, and her family, are not " dog people" and in one incident she stated her young daughter went
out to the garage, saw Chance in there, and came in terrified and upset. I informed the resident at
48 Medway that I would be contacting her on Monday for formal statements.

Previous history: I have had two incidents with Chance running at large. In one incident I was home,
off duty, and MECC contacted me on my cell phone that a Leland Road resident was driving down
Medway Street and was concerned seeing a Pitbull " printing" on one of my horses and was
concerned he was going to attack. The horse in question is a mini horse and weighs approximately
300 lbs. She pulled over on Truro Road to see what unfolded. I ran up the driveway to find the
reporter and Angelina Ford in the roadway. Chance had run off down Barnstable Road towards
Chatham Road. I went back to my driveway and grabbed my marked vehicle and started searching
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the area as well. Angelina Ford and I caught up with each other while I was still searching and she
had found Chance and had him secured in her vehicle. In another incident in the early morning, I
was leaving to head in to work and Aaron was walking around my property with a dog leash in hand
calling for Chance. Aaron stated that Chance had escaped from a hole in their fence and he couldn' t
find him. I informed him that I would start driving the neighborhood and if I found him I would call
their landlord Heather Cohen to get in touch with him. I also asked him if there were any concerns
about the dog' s behavior and he stated " he doesn' t like other dogs". I received a call from Norfolk

Police Officer Chris Catalano at 18: 03pm stating that the Janice Botte was in the lobby of the police
department inquiring what is happening to the dogs. I informed him to let her know that I was still
working the incident and that I would be calling her in approximately 30 minutes. Catalano asked if I
had been injured and I stated I had been bitten. I gave him a brief rundown of what the procedures
are in a dangerous incident like that to relay to the Botte family until I could contact them. At
approximately 18: 25pm I contacted Janice Botte via telephone. I learned that her dog, Riley ( the
Wheaton), needed to be fully anesthetized and substantial surgical repair was happening. I informed
her of the procedures and options going forward, and I did talk with her on Aaron' s idea of a written
agreement to alleviate the situation. We discussed the options and I asked her what her thoughts

were going forward. She stated she believes she would like a dangerous dog hearing. I concur with
this as there have been too many incidents involving a lack of control of the dog ( Chance) and for
the ferocity of today' s attack upon another dog. I also instructed Botte to send me post- operative
photos and a full statement via email this weekend. More to follow when more information becomes
available. With my report I submitted veterinary reports for the Wheaton Terrier, photos of the
Wheaton Terrier on the surgery table, and a photo of the redirection bite to my right hand.

ACO Cohen added information that was not available at the time of the report. Aaron' s full name is

Aaron Shephard. The second daughter unnamed in the original report is" Audrey Ford." Maggie came

from a rescue called " P. A. Pitstop" based in Philadelphia and the dog Chance originated in Texas.
Chance came from multiple previous owners. Both dogs are licensed and vaccinated. The license
record stated that Maggie is a pit- mix and Chance is a Pitbull. The Town of Norfolk does not
designate breeds, this is what is listed on their veterinary paperwork. For reference, the garden
gnome weighs 8 3/4 pounds.

Ms. Van Tine verified that ACO Cohen' s statement was concluded. ACO Cohen stated that she has

concluded her initial statement.

Ms. Van Tine asked if there were any injuries sustained as a result of the garden gnome strikes on
Maggie or Chance. She was told there were no signs of trauma to the animals.

Ms. Van Tine questioned the size of the dogs involved. Riley, the Wheaton, is 56 pounds according to
the veterinary records. ACO Cohen stated that the did not have an exact weight Maggie or Chance,
but stated that Maggie is smaller than the Wheaton and Chance is larger than the Wheaton. Ms.

Botte confirmed that Riley is neutered.

Ms. Van Tine asked the age of the girls who were asked to hold and straddle the dogs. ACO Cohen
estimated that the girls were in their early twenties. Mr. Shephard interjected that one of the girls is
not an adult.

Ms. Van Tine questioned Ms. Botte' s statement that this was not the first time an incident had
occurred. ACO Cohen stated that the previous incident was included in the report.
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ACO Cohen confirmed that there are no other incidents reported of bites by Maggie and/ or Chance.
She continued that up to that point she had not witnessed or received any formal complaints of bites
from these dogs.

Ms. Van Tine asked if ACO Cohen was able to uncover any other incidents in researching the previous
homes of Maggie and/ or Chance. ACO Cohen stated that the paper trail of a dog' s history is not well-
documented.

Ms. Van Tine asked ACO Cohen about the status of her redirection bite. ACO Cohen stated that she

wrapped it up and was fine. Ms. Van Tine asked about the bite to one of the daughters and ACO
Cohen stated she did not see the actual bite itself. The only follow-up ACO Cohen had was in asking
Ms. Angelina Ford several days later how her daughters were doing, Ms. Ford stated that her
daughters were shook-up and trying to process the whole situation.

Ms. Van Tine asked to clarify if there were any additional visits to a veterinary facility outside of the
documentation she had in the hearing document regarding the surgery. ACO Cohen recollected that
there were two follow up appointments.

Ms. Van Tine asked ACO Cohen to rate the bite according to the Dunbar scale. ACO Cohen stated
that these qualify as Level five bites. Ms. Cohen stated that with 99% certainty if she had not
inserted herself into the situation, it would have been a Level six bite, which is fatal.

Ms. Van Tine requested ACO Cohen share any additional information she believes is relevant to the
case. ACO Cohen stated that as a neighbor, 50% of the property at 45 Medway Street abuts ACO
Cohen' s farm. Ms. Van Tine clarified to ask if ACO Cohen had any other relevant information speaking
as the Animal Control Officer. ACO Cohen continued that it was worth nothing that the dogs fed off of
each other in aggression. She stated that Maggie had released Riley, but as soon as Maggie saw
Chance was still attached, Maggie kept trying to re-attach to Riley. ACO Cohen stated that the level
of aggression was high. Chance released, however, had there not been a physical barrier to Riley,
she believes Chance would have attacked again.

Ms. Van Tine questioned the current location of the dogs today. ACO Cohen stated that Maggie has
been rehomed in Woonsocket, RI and Chance has been rehomed at an unknown location in

Massachusetts. ACO Cohen stated that if the Select Board deems the dogs with a determination that

will follow the animals, she would like to confirm their locations and also inform their respective

Animal Control Officers as a matter of public safety. ACO Cohen stated that she is more comfortable
with the two dogs being in separate homes, however, she does not believe it will alleviate the
behavior completely.

Ms. Mecklenburg inquired if ACO Cohen was aware of the situation preceding the attack. ACO Cohen
stated that she was told by Brittany Ford that the dogs were in the back yard, although they did not
see the dogs go through the hole in the fence, they believe that is how they were able to escape the
yard.

Mr. Kalkut asked for an approximate date of the two situations that Chance was loose in the

neighborhood. ACO Cohen stated the report on Truro Road was on April 20, 2021. The second

occurance was not reported as there wasn' t an incident and she stated that was after the April event.
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Ms. Van Tine inquired about the April 20, 2021 incident report indicating that the Ms. Ford was
directed to fix their fence. ACO Cohen stated that she was unaware of what happened after that

incident but that in speaking with Ms. Ford after the last incident, she stated that she was going to
have a fence company come out and address the issues. ACO Cohen did not witness any fence
company at the premises.

Ms. Van Tine asked how long the dogs had been in the Town. ACO Cohen stated that Maggie was
not licensed in the previous year, so she estimated she was fairly new to the area. She estimated
that Chance had been in the Town for at least two years.

Ms. Van Tine read the email from Ms. Botte into the record:

On Monday, July 12, 2021 my husband and I were on our way home to 56 Medway Street after
taking our 2 1/ 2- year- old Wheaten terrier for his routine evening walk. As we passed 45 Medway
Street we were startled by two Pitbull' s at the residence aggressively barking and growling and
clawing at the fence they were enclosed in to get out. Within seconds one of the Pitbull' s crawled
under a space at the bottom of the chain link fence and ran across the street to where we were and

attacked our leashed dog. My husband began kicking at the dog to get him off as I was screaming
for the owners to get their dog. Two young women came running out of the residence and after
several minutes were able to pull the dog off. Riley was not bleeding and neither my husband or I
were hurt so we hurried on home which was only several houses away. I regret now not reporting
this attack to the police or animal control but we were just so relieved Riley was not hurt although we
were all very shaken up. We were familiar with this house and were aware of these dogs because on
many of our walks by this house we could hear the dogs barking as we passed by but had never seen
them out in their yard before. Once we had walked by and the front door was open and both dogs
were aggressively barking and growling and clawing at the storm door to get out after us. They were
very intimidating and my husband commented how terrifying it would be if they ever broke through
the storm door and got out. After the July 12, 2021 incident we avoided walking by this house and
took a different route for our walks.

On Friday, September 17, 2021 I took Riley for a walk in our neighborhood. We were coming back
from Lake Street and heading home down Medway Street. This was the first time I had walked this
route since July. As we started to pass 45 Medway Street again we were startled by two Pitbull' s
running around from the back of the residence to the chain link fence out front aggressively barking
and growling at us. Before I even had time to react both dogs escaped under the space at the
bottom of the fence and ran directly across the street to us and began viciously and brutally attacking
and mauling my leashed dog. I was terrified! This time I was alone with my dog. I began screaming
as loud as I could for help and calling for the owners while trying to hold on to Riley' s leash and kick
the dogs away. After several minutes a young woman came running out of the residence and tried to
pull the dogs off. This time she could not control them and each dog' had locked their jaws on to
either side of Riley' s neck as they continued biting and tearing his skin. It was horrific and terrifying!
I just kept screaming and crying and tried to get them off as I watched them attacking Riley. Another
young woman from the residence came running out and was trying to pull them off as well but she
could not get them to release either. Three motorists stopped and got out of their cars watching in
horror looking on not knowing what to do or how to help. I learned later it was one of the motorists
that called 911. After several minutes, Hillary the animal control officer arrived at the scene as she
just happened to be out in her yard and heard my screams. She was not in uniform and did not have
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her gear so she picked up a heavy lawn ornament that was in the yard we were now in and started
repeatedly striking the top of each dog' s head to get them to release Riley. This went on for several
more minutes as I watched in horror at them trying to kill my dog. Finally, after what seemed like an
eternity she got one dog and then the other dog to release and the owners pulled the dogs away and
brought them back into their house. By this time the police had arrived. I could see Riley was
bleeding in several areas from his neck. Hillary took us back into her driveway and took a quick
assessment of Riley and said he did not appear to be bleeding out but had multiple puncture wounds.
She called ahead to Acorn Animal Hospital where we are clients and were advised to bring him right
over. I asked Hillary to escort me to my home just a few houses away because I was petrified to
walk by that house again. I later learned that both Hillary and one of the dog owners was also bit
during the attack. I am so grateful to Hillary and the brave actions she immediately took to save our
dog. I have no doubt that if she was not there at the scene my dog would have definitely been killed
by these animals.

As I drove Riley to Acorn Animal Hospital he was panting and breathing very heavily in the back seat
of my car and his eyes just looked dazed. I did not know how at this time how severe his injuries
were and I was concerned we would maybe lose him. Once at the vet they informed me that given
Riley was already an anxious dog, they would have to give him an injection to sedate him so they
could assess his injuries. The doctor came in and told us that he did have 5- 6 puncture wounds in his
neck, two of them were very deep and he would need to be put under general anesthesia and have
surgery to suture the many puncture wounds and two tubes would need to be place on either side of
his neck to drain the wounds to keep them clean and prevent further infection. We were able to take
Riley home later that night. He was put on several pain killers and antibiotics. The first two nights
home were miserable. Riley was very uncomfortable and whimpered most of the night not being able
to settle. We were given an itemized bill totaling over $ 1, 000 so far. He will need to be put under
sedation again next Friday to have the drains hopefully removed and two weeks later to have his
sutures removed which obviously will be an additional cost to us.

I cannot express enough how traumatizing this was for me and for my poor dog. I have not been
able to sleep at all the last two nights because every time I close my eyes I cannot stop visualizing
Riley being attacked and the heartbreaking guttural sound that was coming from him as he was
being mauled by these two dogs. I am also very upset and horrified that these dogs are back in their
home with their owners. These owners knew that there was an issue with their fence back in July at
the first attack and yet they allowed their dogs to be loose in their yard knowing they could get out
and attack. This is pure negligence on their part. I don' t know of any other solution but to have these
dogs removed from their home and euthanized to ensure that no other dog is attacked or killed, not
to mention what would happen if they ever got loose and attacked a child walking by the residence.

My husband and I have lived on Medway Street for over 25 years. Through the years we have
pushed many baby carriages or walked our four children to school or up town to the train station to
go to work by route of Medway Street. It is not right that we are no longer able to do this for fear of
going past 45 Medway Street because of the negligence of the owners who have no control of these
dogs. They need to be removed immediately.

Attached are pictures of Riley this weekend post-surgery so you can see the extent of his injuries.

Ms. Van Tine asked Ms. Botte if she had any additional comments. Ms. Botte stated that there was an
incident in July where one of the dogs escaped from the yard and the Ford daughters came out to
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get the dogs from the street. At that time, one girl asked the other how the dogs escaped from the
yard and the other daughter responded that the dog crawled under the fence. Ms. Botte reiterated
that the owners knew there was a problem in July and didn' t fix the problem. She stated that Riley is
healing, but is not the same, is in a lot of pain and is anxious, and now barks at other dogs. She
would not want these dogs to attack a small child or another dog.

Ms. Van Tine invited the owner of Chance and Maggie, Angelina Ford, to speak. Ms. Ford stated that

she feels terrible about what happened. Her two daughters were the ones that were home at the
time of the incident, Audrey ( 15) and Brittany ( 23). Ms. Ford stated that the lack of pole in the chain
link fence, in addition to four dogs at the residence ( 2 on the other side of the duplex) digging in the
yard, it led to the dogs being able to get out of the yard. She stated that they did contact a fence
company, however, after speaking with Hilary regarding the severity of the situation, they chose to
rehome the dogs. Ms. Ford has paid all the veterinary bills for Riley. She continued that they realize
they are not the best home for these dogs and take responsibility for what happened. She sincerely
apologized for the effect it has had on Riley's family.

Ms. Van Tine asked where the dogs were rehomed. Ms. Ford stated that they had been in touch with
a significant number of organizations, trainers, and rescue groups. She stated that she has the name
of who took Maggie at home and Chance is with the RISPCA in Rhode Island. She stated that the

RISPCA are aware of the situation.

Mr. Kalkut asked Ms. Ford to clarify when she contacted the fence company — July or recently? Ms.
Ford stated that they made their own repairs to the fence in July and they were going to have a
fence company come recently until they decided to rehome the dogs.

Ms. Van Tine invited other witnesses that would like to speak. Ms. Van Tine swore in Ms. Anne

Dicenso. Ms. Dicenso stated that she was a resident for 30 years and never had an issue. More
recently, she noted that the dogs were disturbed, throwing themselves against the fence and barking
aggressively. She stated that because of these dogs, she no longer felt comfortable walking down
Medway Street because of their aggressive nature.

ACO Hilary Cohen requested to speak as a resident, not as the Animal Control Officer. She reiterated
that her property abuts 45 Medway Street. She stated that she adjusted her own animals in reaction
to the dogs. She stated that she moved her horses and would even monitor her animals through a

security camera when she was not home because of these dogs. She is grateful she was there that
day, however; she is uncomfortable with these dogs as a neighbor and is uncomfortable with the
dogs being rehomed. She stated that if the dogs are deemed dangerous, it is important to track
where the dogs are as they could relocate from another state back to Massachusetts. Ms. Cohen
stated that her job as the Animal Control Officer as well as a neighbor is to protect the public safety
of its residents.

As there were no more comments, Ms. Van Tine asked the complainant and the dog owner to make
closing remarks if they want. Both declined to make a closing comment.

At 8: 10 p. m. a motion was made by Mr. Kalkut to close the public hearing of two dogs owned by
Angelina Ford and begin deliberations. The motion was seconded by Ms. Mecklenburg and so voted;
all were in favor.
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Ms. Van Tine clarified that the deliberations will begin now with those in the room, however, the final

judgement will occur at a later date due to paperwork and additional documentation required. Ms.
Robinson reiterated the importance of knowing the present location of the dogs to be able to manage
the determination.

Ms. Van Tine reviewed the parameters by which G. L. c. 140, § 157 determines that a dog be deemed
to be a nuisance dog or a dangerous dog. The Board reviewed the parameters with the evidence
presented and therefore determined the two dogs owned by Ms. Ford to be dangerous.

As the dogs were deemed dangerous, the Board with assistance from Ms. Robinson reviewed the

options for the orders according to G. L. c. 140, § 157.

Mr. Kalkut stated that he was inclined to separate the two dogs as they seem to have slightly
different temperament when looked at individually.

Mr. Kalkut and Ms. Van Tine discussed the challenges with the dogs being in Rhode Island and
ensuring the dogs wouldn' t be rehomed. They discussed the procedures that a reputable animal
placement agency would take to place the dogs.

Ms. Mecklenburg discussed the challenges with state lines and the Board' s decision only being valid in
the State of Massachusetts. With a dog being in Rhode Island, the Board cannot ensure the orders
are followed. She does not want to send a dangerous dog to another state.

Ms. Robinson clarified that while the orders are only legally enforceable in Massachusetts, the other
state does not have to respect it, but the Board would ensure that they receive the order. Ms. Van
Tine continued that a state would want to protect their community. The Animal Control Officer and
the Board can ensure the respective Animal Control Officer have been informed of the determination

and orders.

The Board discussed the possibility of microchipping the dogs for easier tracking of the dogs'
placement and ensuring the orders are followed, especially if the dogs were to return to
Massachusetts.

Mr. Kalkut added that it's the Board' s duty to make a determination and decide the orders in
Massachusetts. He verified with ACO Cohen that the Board cannot ban the dogs specifically from the

f Town of Norfolk. Ms. Mecklenburg followed that if the Board voted for euthanasia — it does ensure

that the dogs would not return.

Ms. Van Tine questioned if the dogs, as property, have been relinquished to another state, does the
Norfolk Select Board have the right to enforce determinations. Ms. Van Tine followed with the

question of if the Board has the right to microchip the dogs. Ms. Robinson verified with Ms. Ford that
the dogs are not currently microchipped.

Ms. Mecklenburg suggested that the Board could enforce orders one through five of M. G. L. c. 140,
157, ensuring that the orders are directed to the respective Animal Control Officer and/ or placement

agency. Ms. Van Tine continued that the new location should be followed up and verified as credible.
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Ms. Mecklenburg stated that she has no interest in euthanizing someone' s dog especially hearing
from Ms. Ford that the dogs are loving and caring animals in the home, but when they get out are
dangerous. She added that there is a risk if the dogs were to be with another aggressive dog,
feeding off of each other and attack again. She would feel comfortable that enforcing orders one
through five of M. G. L. c. 140, § 157 would ensure they could continue to live happy lives without a risk
to the community so long as the orders are followed. The dogs being in another state is a challenge.
Ms. Van Tine responded that the issue would still be a challenge if the dogs were in Massachusetts,

deemed dangerous and then were moved to another state after the fact. Ms. Mecklenburg agreed.

Ms. Van Tine acknowledged that the neighbors have been terrorized by the dogs based on the emails
and testimony heard in relation to this case. She remarked that the owner of Chance and Maggie
attempted to fix the fence previously, and once the attack on Riley occurred they have done all the
steps required by meeting with trainers, responsibly rehoming the dogs separately, paying the vet
bills and apologizing. She acknowledged that her remark was not to minimize the effect on Riley and
Riley's family, but simply to acknowledge the steps Ms. Ford has taken to ensure this doesn' t happen
again.

Mr. Kalkut agreed that he was leaning towards steps one through five of M. G. L. c. 140, § 157 IF the

location of the dogs can be confirmed and IF the orders can be enforced and followed through. He

questioned if the Board ordered steps one through five of M. G. L. c. 140, § 157 and the appropriate

action is not followed through by the new owners of the dogs, can the order be changed.

Ms. Van Tine considered the options and the Board' s ability to change the determination at a later
date. Ms. Robinson suggested that the Board could vote to deem the dogs dangerous at the current

meeting, request staff to draft orders one through five of M. G. L. c. 140, § 157 and close the hearing
for the night and re- open at a later date. She offered to confer with Town Counsel on the challenges

with this case and what the Board has authority to do.

Ms. Robinson questioned if the Board would want a separate set of conditions for the individual dogs.
Ms. Mecklenburg suggested the orders be for both dogs and she suggested orders one through five
of M. G. L. c. 140, § 157 with the condition that the location of the dogs can be confirmed and the

determination be communicated to the new owners.

The Select Board and Ms. Robinson discussed dates for the follow up meeting. Ms. Van Tine verified
with ACO Cohen that currently there are no restrictions on the dogs until the orders are certified. Any
restrictions placed on the dogs by Ms. Cohen until the hearing are not valid in another state. The
Board agreed they would like to vote on the orders as soon as possible as there are currently no
restrictions.

A motion was made by Ms. Mecklenburg to vote to deem the dogs Chance and Maggie owned by
Angelina Ford as dangerous dogs and direct the staff to draft an order including orders one through
five and to determine the location of the dogs. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kalkut and so voted;
all were in favor.

Ms. Robinson and Ms. Van Tine directed Ms. Ford to work with ACO Cohen as the Animal Control

Officer to provide the locations of the dogs in a way which can be verified.

An update and potential vote on the orders is tentatively scheduled for November 2, 2021.
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Ms. Mecklenburg addressed the Bottes in support of how hard this must have been and apologizing
that this happened in our town. She commended Ms. Ford on the actions taken after the attack to

ensure this didn' t happen again and acknowledged how hard it must be on her as well.

At 8: 47 p. m., a motion was made by Mr. Kalkut to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Ms.
Mecklenburg and so voted; all were in favor.

The next open session meeting of the Norfolk Select Board is scheduled to be held on Tuesday,
November 2, 2021, at 7: 00 p. m.

This is a true and accurate report of the Select Board' s meeting of October 25, 2021.

evin Ikut, Clerk
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